The Chernobyl disaster was a nuclear disaster which occurred on 26 April 1986 at
the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Pripyat, Ukraine. At that time, Ukraine was part of
the Soviet Union.

The event was the worst accident in the history of nuclear power. Because there was
no containment building to trap the radiation, radioactive fallout drifted over parts of the
western Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, Scandinavia, the UK, and the eastern United
States. Large areas of Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia were badly contaminated. About
60% of the radioactive fallout landed in Belarus.M? About 350,000 people needed to be
evacuated (moved away) and moved to other places where they could live after the
accident.BIl

Prior to the accident, there was a planned power reduction. By the beginning of the day
shift, the power level had reached 50%. Following this, randomly, one of the regional
power stations went offline. It was then requested that the further power reduction would
be postponed. Despite this request, the reduction and preparations for a test that was to
happen continued.

The accident occurred when the fourth reactor suffered a huge power increase. This led
to the core of the reactor exploding. Due to this explosion, large amounts of radioactive
materials and fuel were released into the atmosphere. This lit the combustible graphite
moderator on fire. This fire greatened the release of radioactive material, which was
carried by the smoke of the fire, into the environment and atmosphere
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